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As of  Oct ober  2005,  t he Cal i f or ni a Ener gy Commi ssi on r equi r es t hat  cool  r oof s ar e r equi r ed 
f or  newl y const r uct ed bui l di ngs and t o most  r er oof s of  exi st i ng bui l di ngs.  
 
Cool  r oof s ar e t hose r oof i ng syst ems t hat  have been t est ed and r at ed by t he Cool  Roof  
Rat i ng Counci l  ( CRRC) .  See t he f ol l owi ng l i nk s f or  mor e det ai l ed i nf or mat i on;  
 
ht t p: / / www. ener gy. ca. gov/ 2005publ i cat i ons/ CEC- 400- 2005- 053/ CEC- 400- 2005- 053. PDF   and 
ht t p: / / www. cool r oof s. or g  
 
Thi s l aw appl i es t o t he r er oof i ng of  condi t i oned,  non- r esi dent i al ,  l ow- sl oped r oof s ( 2: 12 
pi t ch or  l ess)  i f  mor e t han 20 squar es or  50% of  t he bui l di ng i s bei ng r epl aced,  r ecover ed 
or  r ecoat ed,  whi chever  i s l east .  
 
Rock or  gr avel  r oof s have cer t ai n cr i t er i a i n whi ch t hey ar e exempt .  See t he above l i nk 
f or  f ur t her .  
 
Jai l s,  Hospi t al s,  Hot el s,  Mot el s and bui l di ngs t hat  qual i f y as a hi st or i c bui l di ng,  as 
def i ned i n t he St at e Hi st or i c Bui l di ng Code,  ar e al so exempt  f r om t he Cool  Roof  pr ovi si ons 
of  t he Cal i f or ni a Ener gy Code.  
 
Rer oof  Cool  Roof  pr oduct s may come i n t he f or m of  modi f i ed bi t umen,  bui l t  up r oof i ng,  
si ngl e pl y t her mo pl ast i c,  f l ui d appl i ed r oof i ng,  coat i ngs,  or  ot her  f or ms as t he i ndust r y 
r esponds t o demand.  
 
ALL PRODUCTS shal l  have at  l east  a 0. 70 i ni t i al  r ef l ect ance and 0. 75 i ni t i al  emi t t ance 
r at i ng and a CRRC number  and t he pr oduct  wi l l  be l abel ed t o r ef l ect  t hese number s.  A 
l i st i ng of  appr oved pr oduct s may be vi ewed at  t he Cool  Roof  websi t e l i st ed above.  
 

PERMITTING and INSPECTION PROCEDURES 
 

 The appr oved Cool  Roof  pr oduct  shal l  be speci f i ed by name and I D number  on t he 
appl i cat i on f or  t he r er oof  per mi t .   

 
 Par t i al  r er oof  appl i cat i ons wi l l  r equi r e an i nf or mal  r oof  pl an ( 8. 5” x 11. 5”)  of  t he 

st r uct ur e showi ng t he ar ea t o be r er oof ed.   
 

 An addi t i onal  i nspect i on may be r equi r ed af t er / whi l e t he pr oduct  has been/ i s bei ng 
del i ver ed t o t he j ob si t e,  but  bef or e i t  has been i nst al l ed.   

 
***PLEASE NOTE ***  The installation of a new roof, or the reroofing of an existing residence, may require the 
installation of smoke detectors and/or carbon monoxide detectors. The installation of any of these may also require a 
separate permit and the work must be completed before any of the permits can be finaled. For further information, please 
contact the Building & Safety Division at 630 Garden St, SB CA or by calling (805) 564-5485. 
 


